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We are… 
a body of people called to show God’s love and tell of His saving grace in 
this place and time, so that others will become followers of Jesus. 

We value… 
Prayer 
We believe in the transforming power of private, family and corporate 
prayer. When the church prays amazing things happen.            Nehemiah 1 
Worship 
We want to love, honour and glorify God through faith in His Son and  by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.                                                                   John 4:24 
People 
We believe that people matter to God; He loves us passionately, He 
pursues us relentlessly and He will never let us go. Therefore people 
matter to us; we want to be a caring and compassionate community in 
action.                                                                                                          John 13:34 
Teaching 
We believe that in all matters of faith and practice, Scripture is the final 
authority and is the catalyst for change in our lives, church and 
community.                                                                                     2 Timothy 3:16-17 
Outreach 
We want to support local and global mission in our prayers, financial 
giving, education and personal involvement.                                     Isaiah 6:8 

We aim to be… 
welcoming, inclusive, vibrant, innovative, relevant and intentional as 
we reach out to and engage with today’s society. 

We, as part of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, subscribe to the wider 
PCI mission statement.
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First Ballymoney, one of the oldest congregations in the Route Presbytery, was formed in 1646. We have however, only 
worshipped in our present building since 1777! It is the oldest and largest church building in our town, a rectangular 
barn with an impressive hammer beam roof and is often referred to as ‘the cathedral of Presbyterianism in the Route’. 
As such, we often host community services.  

Ballymoney is a former market town situated just 15 miles from the breathtaking Causeway Coast. Located on the main 
road between Coleraine and Ballymena, it is easily accessible by both road and rail. It has a population of just over 
10,000. We are well served by a selection of excellent primary and post primary schools. The town is mainly residential 
with some independent shops, chains and small businesses. As a church fellowship, we enjoy good links with the local 
community and would like to extend these further. 

First Ballymoney - The Big Meetinghouse



Who we are… 
The People 

First Presbyterian Church, Ballymoney has just over 
300 families. We are a friendly bunch-active, 
welcoming and forward-looking. We want to grow our 
faithful congregation by attracting new members, by 
retaining our young people and young families while 
still continuing to support our existing members. We 
want to reach out to the local and wider community.

Kirk Session     

Our Kirk Session has 19 members, male and female. Session 
meets regularly throughout the year and have had several 
‘away days’ to pray, strategise and plan. In 2016, we 
commissioned a ‘Social Action Outreach-Needs Assessment’ 
to identify areas where we could better serve our local 
community. 

Congregational Committee 

The church committee has a further 10 members and meets 
four to six times per year. In the last 2 years, we have 
completed an extensive refurbishment of our main hall and 
classroom and installed a new kitchen. We have also 
recently replaced two church boilers to update the church 
heating system. 

Giving 

During our last ministry there was a good increase in 
financial giving year on year.  This has enabled the 
congregation to become debt free, despite substantial 
spending on church property and to expand our ministry by 
the appointment of a part-time pastoral care worker.  Our 
outward missional focus has also been developed, with 
support for the Zimbabwe Schools Project (now concluded), 
Ballymoney Food Bank, Ballymoney Community CAP and 
Street Pastors.



Into the community… 
Away 

Over the past few years, we have been 
involved in supporting a Schools Project 
at Lekkerwater in Zimbabwe. We have 
sent over £35,000 to build classrooms, 
toilet facilities and sink a well. In June 
2018, a team went to Johannesburg as 
guests of St. Mungo’s,  a congregation of 
the Uniting Presbyterian Church in 
Southern  Africa.  They helped with a 
children’s holiday Bible club in Diepsloot. 
We are now considering ideas for a new 
project at home or overseas.  

At home 

We support Foodbank, CAP and Street 
Pastors financially, prayerfully and 
practically. We have initiated and 
developed a reading programme in a 
local primary school. We are developing 
a ministry to those in our congregation 
with mental health issues. 

We have been encouraged by the 
successful involvement of so many of our 
members in different areas of outreach 
and ministry and by the willingness of 
the congregation to become involved in 
these areas of service. 

Pastoral Care… 
Pastoral care of our members is at the heart of our work in 
First. The minister, supported by our pastoral care worker Rev. 
Dr. Jim Thompson and elders, offers regular pastoral care to 
church members, especially at times of need. 

In addition to this, many of our organisations fulfil the role of 
pastoral care of their members successfully.

          Jim 



Our Sunday mornings are spent in worship through 
song, prayer, teaching and fellowship.  It is in this 
worship service that we aim to create space for 
people to both learn about God and to encounter Him.  
We use music (both familiar and new), quietness and 
prayer, teaching and reflection to connect with God 
and worship.   

First Friends, Jigsaw and Toast provide age-
appropriate teaching, fun and fellowship for babies 
and toddlers, kids and teens during our service. 
Afterwards we join for a chat over tea or coffee and 
biscuits.  There might even be buns! 
Once a month in the evening, we enjoy a more 
relaxed  worship and teaching time. 

Sunday mornings… 



• Sunday morning prayer time meets before our worship service each week. 
• #theanswer is our youth fellowship group meeting every other Sunday evening. 
• Meetinghouse for retired and senior members meets every other week for talks and afternoon tea. 
• Boys’ Brigade is a joint company with the two other Presbyterian churches in the town meeting weekly. 
• Choir meets every Tuesday evening to prepare for special services like Cantata and Tenebrae and for leading worship on 

Sundays. 
• Our cycling group meets to train/ride out on Tuesday evenings. 
• Life groups meet at different times and in different locations every other week to study,  share and learn together. We 

have used a variety of materials but most recently we have studied PCI Essentials and are currently  working through 
Discipleship Explored. 

• PW meets on the first Thursday of the month with  a varied programme of speakers and activities. 
• Youth Club for Years 5-9 meets every Friday night in the church halls. 
• The Livingstone Golf Society meets during the season for games and to raise funds. 

Walk through the week…



Our manse, on Charlotte Street, is set in extensive 
mature grounds. It is situated in a quiet residential 
area within easy walking distance of the town centre 
and schools.  

On the ground floor there is a sitting room, family 
room and dining room. The kitchen opens onto a 
pantry and utility room. There is a downstairs 
cloakroom with shower and WC. 

The first floor has three large family bedrooms, a 
guest room with en-suite facilities and a family 
bathroom with bath and shower. 

There is a further bedroom on the attic floor. 

To the rear of the house, there is a detached office 
suite with minister’s room, reception area and WC. 

There a secure double garage and ample parking.

First occupies a set of buildings located on 
Meetinghouse Street, comprising the main 
church sanctuary with a link to the church 
hall, classroom, session room, minister’s 
room, small youth room, kitchen and toilet 
facilities. We are considering some further 
refurbishment and development to better 
serve our needs.

A place to call home…



Strengths… 
Session is committed to seeking God’s will for our mission 
and service. We meet together at annual ‘away days’ to 
talk, listen and pray together. 

The leadership team is actively exploring ways to facilitate 
personal growth and to develop others in discipleship. 

We place a high value on strong Bible teaching with 
relevant, accessible preaching and a clear application to 
our daily lives.  

We are blessed with a strong music ministry -  singers and 
musicians are involved in all our worship services. We 
enjoy special celebrations at Harvest, Easter Tenebrae and 
our Christmas Cantata. 

We consider life groups to be important for discipleship, 
Christian growth and development and fellowship. We are 
encouraged by the number of members involved in this, 
meeting on various days and in different locations. 

The warmth of our welcome is something that newcomers 
and visitors appreciate and we have intentionally worked 
to build on this. We have many members involved in the 
welcoming team and providing tea and coffee after our 
service gives us an atmosphere conducive to further 
fellowship. 

The varied ministries and groups which we have provide 
an opportunity for all ages to be involved in the life and 
service of our church. 

We have a strong core of very dedicated and committed 
members who oversee and co-ordinate many of our 
ministries. We are flexible and progressive, never losing 
sight of our church’s values and traditions. 

For the last five years we have partnered with the Uniting 
Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa with a Schools 
Project in Zimbabwe and, in 2018, a holiday Bible club in 
Diepsloot, a township in Johannesburg. Having achieved 
our goals with the South African partnership, we are 
identifying new mission projects and look forward to 
investigating  these. 

We regularly support our members on mission teams 
locally and further afield.  



Limitations… 
We have an ageing population – 70% of our members are 40+ 
and, like many churches, we have a lower representation of 
the under 64 age bracket than in the borough census. 

Whilst our church buildings are structurally sound, some 
redevelopment is required in the halls and to the exterior. 
Our buildings do not always meet the requirements of our 
various organisations. We have a number of entrances into 
the church and people can leave before we get a chance to 
speak with them. 

By comparison with other congregations, our financial 
giving is below average. We have been attempting to address 
this over the last few years and we have seen some signs of 
positive change. 

Opportunities… 
Our visibility and location affords us the opportunity to be a 
prominent presence in the town. With the largest church 
building in the town, we have a chance to engage more with 
the local community. 

We host the annual Remembrance Service and participate in 
the community carol service, meeting with the other 
Christian churches in the town. We believe that we could 
further develop these links throughout the year. 

We carried out a Social Action Outreach Needs Analysis and, 
as a result, we have initiated congregational support for the 
local work of CAP, in particular a Jobs Club, Street Pastors, 
Ballymoney Food Bank, and we assist underprivileged 
children in our local primary school. We would like to 
develop these ministries to be more focused on making 
disciples. 

We have a wealth of skills and talents within the 
congregation and we need to promote and develop 
opportunities for members to use them. We have become 
aware that members of life groups are seeking to get more 
involved in serving in the church and community, and we 
need to harness this enthusiasm effectively. 

We have intentionally developed our children’s ministry 
over the last few years. We are keen to see this continue to 
teach and nurture our children into young people with a 
personal and vibrant faith in Jesus. 

We are aware of the pressures and difficulties faced by our 
young people and we find that ministry to teens and young 
adults remains a challenge.  

Concerns… 
In order to fulfil the role of ‘church’ in Ballymoney, we feel 
we need to intentionally bring the church into our 
community, seeking to impact more effectively those people 
who are not associated with any church - taking our faith 
into the ‘everyday’. 

In the face of an increasingly secular society, with 
competition from contemporary culture, we need to 
demonstrate the counter cultural grace of Christianity, in a 
relevant manner, without diluting our core values and 
beliefs. 



Hopes… 
We are fortunate in First to be building on solid 
foundations. 

We are eager to pursue God’s vision for our 
congregation and our town, and look forward to 
welcoming a new minister to join us on this journey. 
We are looking for a minister who will work with us to 
further develop a strategic plan which will enable us to 
fulfil our mission so that we truly become ‘a body of 
people called to show God’s love and tell of His saving 
grace in this place and time, so that others will become 
followers of Jesus’. 

And finally… 
We are delighted that you are taking time to read this 
profile. We hope you now have a good flavour of our 
congregation and that it will encourage you to find out 
more about us. Our website www.firstballymoney.co.uk 
is a valuable source of information.  

We are excited by the plans God has for us…….

http://www.firstballymoney.co.uk
http://www.firstballymoney.co.uk

